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PREFACE

The Statistical Abstract of the United Siates, published annually since 1878, is the
standard summary of statistics on the industrial, social, political, and economic organi-
zation of the United States. This book is designed to fulfill two functions: First, to
serve as a convenient volume for statistical reference; and second, to serve as a guide
to other statistical publications and sources. The latter function is served both by
the source notes appearing below each table and the Bibliography of Sources, alphabeti-
cally indexed by subject, found beginning on page 974.

The Statistical Absiract of the United Stales includes a representative selection of
data from most of the important statistical publications, both governmental and pri-
vate. The publications cited as sources usually contain additional statistical detail and
a more complete discussion of relevant definitions and concepts than can be presented
here. Where contributing agencies are cited as sources, without mention of publica-
tiong, more detailed information frequently is available from their unpublished tabula-
tions and records.

Emphasis in the Statistical Abstract is given primarily to national data. Data for re-
gions and individual States are presented to a lesser extent. - Data for cities or other
small geographic units appear only in a few instances.

1956 edition.—This edition, the 77th annual issue, presents data for the most recent
year or period available during the early part of 1956. The title year 1956’ refers
both to the year during which compilation of the book was made and the year of
publication. : : :

Each year, in addition to the normal bringing up to date of the over 1,100 tables
and charts comprising the Statistical Abstract, new tables containing pertinent data
are introduced. Data that are less timely are eliminated and format and text changes
are made where considered advisable.

This year the text notes for the second half of the volume have been revised to make
them more comprehensive and consistent. This completes the revision of the text
material begun last year. Ninety-seven new tables have been introduced, including
one group devoted to an initial presentation of data on physical geography and a
second group containing information from the 1954 Census of Business. A selection of
the subjects of other new tables appears below: )

Current population estimates, by Unions and union membership, by
age and sex size class

Church membership trend and Sun- Coast Guard personnel
day school enroliment Persons, 65 years old and over, receiv-

Live birth rates, by order of birth, ing money income from specified
for native white women gources

Expectation of life, for white males
and females, by States

Projections to 1965 of elementary
and high school enrollments, by
grade

Workmen’s compensation payments,
by type of benefit and type of
insurance

Resources, expenditures, and grants

Public library systems of philanthropic foundations

State park systems National flow of funds accounts

Inventory of Federal real property, Campaign expenditures for congres-
by acreage, buildings, cost, usage sional and Presidential elections

Work stoppages, by States Fishing and hunting licenses

i
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Stock ownership, by income, occupa-

tion, educational level, and place.
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Life expectancy of business firms, by
industry

Households with television sets
Motor travel, by type of vehicle
Public highway debt

Coal reserves . .
Characteristics of new nonfarm

of residence of owner

Volume and annual growth, cut, and
mortality of growing stock on
commercial forest. land

Medical care insurance dwelling units

Trend of mergers and acquisitions of Per capita consumption of tobacco
firms products

In addition to the 1954 Census of Business, the 1954 Censuses of Agriculture, Manu-
factures, and Mineral Industries are also represented. Further and more detailed
statistics will be included in the next edition.

Among tables shown in the last edition; 87 were omitted from this issue. Major
omissions ocourred in the Social Insurance and Welfare Services section affecting figures
on the source of, and administrative responsibility for, social welfare expenditures, and
on workers under the Federal retirement systems and the old-age and survivors insur-
ance laws; in the Federal Government Finances and Employment section affecting
data on Federal employees subject to Federal retirement acts, on civilian employment
by pay group and compensation authority, and on corporation income tax returns;
in the State and Local Government Finances and Employment section affecting data
on revenue,. expenditure, and’ debt of cities having 25,000 inhabitants or more, on
monthly employment, retirement coverage of employees, and cash and security hold-
ings of State and local governments; in the Banking and Finance section affecting
figures on assets, liabilities, and Bduciary activities of national banks, and on charac-
teristics of individual share owners of publicly owned stocks; and in the Construction
and Housing section affecting 1950 Census of Housing data. Some of the informa-
tion in the omitted tables was absorbed in other tables still present.

Supplements to the Abstract.—The Statistical Abstract, as an annual one-volume
publication, is of necessity limited in amount of detail shown. - Businessmen, teachers,
librarians, public officials, professional workers, market researchers, and others often
require data for individual cities, counties, metropolitan areas, and other small areas
as well as for States. Economists, teachers, social scientists, historians, students,
and others frequently need more historical information, ' To meet such requests for -
more detail, a series of supplements to the Absiract has been issued.

The County and City Data Book, 1952, a small-area supplement, issued in May 1953,
brings together 128 items of information for each county, standard metropolitan area,
and State;and 133 iterns for each of 484 eities with 25,000 inhabitants or more in 1950.
Most of the statistics in this volume were obtained from the results of the 1950 Censuses
of Agriculture, Population, and Housing. Other subjects covered include 1950 data for
births, deaths, and marriages; bank deposits and E Bond sales ; city government
finances and employment; city school systems; farm-operator family level-of-living
index; and other items of social and economic importance. Final figures for a number
of items from the 1948 Census of Business and the 1947 Census of Manufactures are
also shown. This volume is on &ale by the Superintendent of Documents, Govern-
ment Printing Office, Washington 25, D, C., for $4.25.

Historical Statistics of the United States, 1789-1945, a historical supplement, was
published in July 1949. This volume presents, in compact form, approximately 3,000
statistical time series (mostly on an annual basis) which cover various periods from
1789 to 1945. These time series reflect economie, social, and political aspects of the
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development of the Nation since the Federal Government was formally established.
In the preparation of this supplement the Bureau of the Census had the cooperation
of a special committee of the Social Science Research Council set up to advise the
Director of the Census on a source book of historical statistics and of the Committee
on Research in Economic History under the auspices of the Social Science Research
Council. This volume is on sale by the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., for $3.25.

. Continuation to 1958 of Historical Siatistics of the United States, 1789-1945, issued
in May 1954, presents data for 1946 to 1952 for the current series shown in Historical
Statistics, mentioned above. It also contains the latest revisions for many of the
series in Historical Statistics. This publication is also on sale by the Superintendent
of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington 25, D. C., for 55 cents.

Responsibility.—The contents of this volume are taken from a large number of
sources, as indicated in the list of agencies furnishing material. (See pages XII-XV.)
The Bureau of the Census cannot accept the responsibility for the accuracy or limita~
tions of the data presented here, other than for those which it collects. However, the
responsibility for selection of the material and for proper presentation rests with the
Bureau, even though carried out with the cooperation of many technicians who have
given generously of their time and knowledge in order to assist the Bureau’s staff in
making the presentation as meaningful and useful as possible.

The cooperation of users of this volume must also be acknowledged. Many persons
have written offering suggestions for improving the presentation of the material.
These letters have been most helpful and users are urged to continue to make their
needs known. All suggestions will be carefully considered in planning future editions.

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION ON DATA PRESENTED

write to the agency indicated in the source note to the table which covers the
desired subject.

SUGGESTIONS AND COMMENTS

should be sent to
The Director
Bureau of the Census
Washington 25, D. C.
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County and City Date Book, 1952. A compact presentation
of 128 items of statistical data for each county and standard
metropolitan area in the United States, and 133 items of .
statistical data for each of 484 cities having 25,000 inhab-
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Air Force:
287
Army:
289-291, 717, 723-728, 731, 782
Navy: °
285, 286
Exeeutive Office of the President:
Bureau of the Budget: .
277, 278, 420~424, 464, 958
Council of Economie Advisers:
263, 348, 357 (co-op.), 363
Farm Credit Administration:
526528

X111

Federal Communications Commission:
612, 614-616, 618-620, 622-624
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation:
515-519
Federal Home Loan Bank Board:
522, 523, 530, 531, 533, 534, 989-991 -
Federal Power Commission:
396, 397, 639-643, 645-647, 655
Federal Trade Commission:
580-582
General Services Administration:
216-219

Health, Education, and Welfare:

Office of Education:
134-164, 1145

Office of Voeational Rehabilitation:
341, 842

Public Health Service:
55-62, 63 (part), 66-82, 87-94, 677,
678,1143

Social Security Administration:
170 (part), 303-309, 311-316, 329
336, 338-340, 538, 571 (part), 583,
584 (co-op.)

Housing and Home Finance Agency:

Federal National Mortgage Associa-
tion:
520
Public Housing Administration:
965-967

Interior:

214 (part)

Alaska Railroad:
698

Bureau of Indian Affairs:
228

Bureau of Land Management:
214 (part), 220-227

Bureau of Mines:
638, 901, 903, 904, 909-912, 915-919,
021-939, 941-943, 945-951, 1030,
1150

Bureau of Reclamation:

. 749,752,753

Fish and Wildlife Service:
859 (part), 876, 890-900

Geological Survey:
191, 193-197, 913

National Park Service:
229-232

Interstate Commerce Commisgion:

679-693, 695697, 699, 700, 704707,
920
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Justice:
Bureau of Pusons
181-187
Tederal Bureau of Investigation:
165-169, 170 (part), 171
Immigration and Naturalization Serv-
ice:
100-119
Labor:
Buresu of Employees’ Compensatlon
462
Bureau of Employment Security:
317-323
Bureau of Labor Statistics:
241-245, 247, 260262, 264, 265, 267—
276, 357 (co-op.), 362, 383-386, 388,
389, 391-395, 398, 399, 715 (co-op.),
739, 902 (part), 914, 954-957, 964,
968-971, 1046, 1085
National Forest Reservation Commission:
868
National Science Foundatmn
599
New York State, Department of Public
Works:
733
Panama Canal Company:
729, 730
Post, Office Department:
537, 625-633
Puerto Rico Planning Board
1157-1160

SOURCE AGENCIES AND TABLE NUMBERS

Railroad Retirement Board:
324-326
Securities and Exchange Commission:
535, 546, 549, 550 (part), 555, 558, 586,
596 (co-op.)
Selective Service System:
288, 292
State:
Bureau of International Organization
Affairs:
1176 »
International Cooperation Administra-
. tiom: ‘ '
1118-1115, 1117
Tariff Commission:
1028

Treasury:
418, 419, 428, 444, 446-450, 496, 4:97
Bureau of Customs
742-746, 1135, 1138
Bureau of the Mint:
499, 500, 940
Comptroller of the Currency:
501-503, 511-513
Internal Revenue Service: .
425427, 429-442, 585, 587, 588, 594,
1009-1011, 1013, 1105
United States Coast Guard:
281
Veterans Administration:
293-302

Nongovernment Agencms

American Bar Foundation:
179, 180
American Bureau of Shipping:
738
American Gas Association:
650-654
American Hospital Association:
85 (part), 86
American Iron and Steel Institute:
1086, 1037, 1038 (part), 1039, 1040,
1042 (part), 1043 ‘
American Medical Association:
85 (part)
American Telephone and Telegraph Co.:
610, 611
American Transit Association:
701

American Wood Preservers’ Association:

886 (co-op.)

: Anderson, Odin W., Health Information
Foundation:
83, 84
:Assocza,tlon of American Raxlroads
694
. Automobile Manufacturers Assoclatlon.
i 669, 671 (part)
R. R. Bowker Co.:
636
Boy Scouts of America:
© . 337 (part) ¢
. Brookings Institution:
560, 561

Bureau of Advertising of American News-

paper Publishers Association:
1100

Bus Transportation:

702, 703



SOURCE AGENCIES AND TABLE NUMBERS

Commercial and Finanecial Chronicle:
495 (part), 547, 557

Community Chests and Councils of
America, Inc.:
344, 345
Congressional Quarterly News Features:
416, 417
Council of State Governments:
409
F. W. Dodge Corporation:
959, 960

Dun & Bradstreet, Ine.:
602-604, 606, 607

Edison Electric Institute:
644, 648

Editor and Publisher:
635

Electrical Merchandising:
1055 (part)

FEngineering and Mining Journal:
902 (part)

Engineering News Record:
962, 963 o

Gas Appliance Manufacturers Associa-

tion:

1055 (part) ) :

Girl Scouts of the U. 8. A.:
337 (part)

Goldsmith, R. W.:
381, 382

The Health Insurance Council:
570, 571 (part)

Institute of Life Insurance:
564566 :

The Iron Age:
902 (part) ,

Lioyd’s Register of Shipping:
747

Los Angeles Clearing House:
495 (part)

Metropolitan Life Insurance Co.:
64, 65

Moody’s Investors’ Service:
5562
National Association of Hosiery Manu«
facturers:
1025
National Board of Fire Underwriters:
573, 574
National Bureau of Economic Research:
364, 551 (part)
National Canners Association:
1007
National Council of the Churches of
Christ in the TUnited States of
America:
5254
National Fertilizer Association:
794 (part)
National Industrial Conference Board:
390
National Plant Food Institute:
794 (part)
National Lumber Manufacturers Assoei-
ation:
881
New York Stock Exchange:
545
Printers’ Ink Publications:
1098, 1099, 1101 (part)
Publishers’ Information Bureau, Inc.:
1103, 1104
Rich, Wilmer Shields:
346, 347
The Spectator:
562, 563, 568, 569, 572, 575, 576, 675

| Tanners’ Council of America:

- 1026

-Tide Magazine:

1101 (part)

United States Savings and Loan League:
532 .

Western Union Telegraph Co.:
617

International

International Bank for Reconstruction
and Development:
1175

United Nations (Statistical Office):
1163-1174
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